
Green Acre School Community Council 

October 2021 Meeting 

Date: October 21, 2021 Location: Rapid View Rec Centre 

Attendees:  

Jenn Vidal Lynda Letkeman Darell Ginther  Carrie Klassen 

Jen Jones Tanya Fisher  Amanda Mielke  Rhonda Harkins 

Celeste Eaton Bobbi Bremner  Nancy Schoen  Michael Radford 

Michelle Hildebrand   Special SLC Guests: Ezri Vidal & Evan Klassen 

Meeting Chair: Jenn Vidal 

Minutes taken by: Jen Jones 

1. Call to Order: at 7:05 p.m. by Jenn V 

2. Amendments and adoption of agenda: Bobbi made a motion to adopt the agenda. Celeste 

seconded. 

3. Adoption of minutes from April 2021 meeting: Celeste made the motion to adopt the minutes 

from last meeting. Seconded by Lynda. 

4. Review of Old Business 

a. Scholarships 

i. M.L. Community: Bobbi spoke to Joanne Cartrer, there has been an issue with 

some SCC money going through. Joanne suggested canceling the cheque and re-

doing it. Jen will look after this. The scholarship was awarded to a former Green 

Acre student! 

5. New Business 

a. Student Leadership Committee (SLC): Welcome to Evan (SLC Prime Minister) and Ezri 

(SLC Vice Prime Minister). Evan and Ezri mentioned some ideas the SLC has for the 

upcoming months. These include a talent show, cookie sale and mustache sticker sale 

(Nov).  Lynda suggested they make a wish list at their next meeting that the SCC may 

potentially help with funding for. 

b. SCC Elections October: Bobbi and Rhonda both filled their two year terms and were 

willing to be nominated again. The vacant director positions were also filled. 

-Lynda nominated Nancy as a director. Nancy accepted. All were in favour. 

-Jenn V. nominated Amanda as a director. Amanda accepted. All were in favour. 

-Rhonda nominated Tanya as a director. Tanya accepted. All were in favour. 

-Darell nominated Rhonda as a director. Rhonda accepted. All were in favour. 

-Darell nominated Bobbi as a director. Bobbi accepted. All were in favour. 



c. SCC Involvement for 2021-22 (as clarification, the Rec Centre is rented by the school 

during school hours, so NWSD COVID-19 regulations must be followed during school 

hours) 

i. Halloween: The students will be doing an outdoor costume parade at 1:30 on 

Fri. Oct. 29. Mr. Radford is sending a note home inviting families to stay for the 

pumpkin carving with the younger students after the parade, outdoors, weather 

permitting. Older students will carve in the morning. Packaged treats can be 

sent to the school, home-made treats must be prepared by someone with safe-

food handling certification. All must be nut free. Nancy will check with Lillian 

Moore to see if she has pumpkins to donate for the carving, otherwise Mr. 

Radford will be picking up from Extra Foods. 

ii. Remembrance Day: the council expressed a desire to see traditions kept, even 

though creativity will be needed to meet COVID-19 restrictions. Mr. Radford and 

staff will plan for a short outdoor service, possibly with a Legion Member on 

Nov. 10.  

iii. Christmas: concert likely won’t be possible this year, and a video of a concert 

would be too difficult with privacy/media permissions. The goody bags with 

personalized masks were well received last year. See section 8 Round Table for 

ideas that came up later in the meeting! 

d. Piano Lessons at Rec Centre: Nikita has arranged for Lori Kay to teach lessons during 

school hours, out of the rec centre. She teaches piano and violin. The cost is $25 per half 

hour, ages 6+. Details will be in the Nov. newsletter. Time away from class would be 

treated as an excused absence. 

6. Principal’s Report: 

-Staff are busy with literacy testing, math screens and a math pilot project with the Gr. 5-8’s.  

-The hot lunch for Outdoor Activity Day was a hit. 

-Report Cards will go out Nov. 19, no date yet for Parent Teacher Interviews, but they will be after 

report cards are sent home, and will likely be over the phone rather than in person. 

-Questions arose regarding extra-curricular opportunities for students. Mr. Radford spoke to the 

staff stress-level and the focus being on academics, not extra-curricular. Jenn V. mentioned that 

mental health was the focus according to the LIP that was overviewed at the last meeting and kids’ 

involvement in athletics is extremely beneficial for the student’s mental health. Staff are not 

required to assist outside of school hours, it allows them earned days off. Several people voiced 

that they and other community members can help fill in the roles so our kids get the opportunities 

to play sports and be involved in extra-curricular activities. Mr. Radford will be sending a note home 

before basketball season begins to let the parents/community know of needs and so parents can 

have discussions with their kids at home to encourage involvement. 

7. Division Report: no report 

8. Round Table: 

-Rhonda asked about the under 12 vaccine, Bobbi spoke to this. It has not yet been approved. 

Vaccine clinics will be in the communities (not schools) to bypass consent confusion. 



-Bobbi asked about the new basketball hoop. It was given by the Steve Nash basketball program in 

lieu of not having the program running last year. The outdoor hoops are in rough shape, so it may 

go outside. Mr. Radford may speak to the maintenance department about making it permanent 

(rather than the using the provided base that fills with sand or water). 

-the Rec Centre main hall will be painted, but Bobbi didn’t know when. If it will be quite awhile she 

will look into having the sound boards put back up to help with the acoustics in the gym. Mr. 

Radford mentioned that NWSD will be putting a phone and wifi in the hall, he and Bobbi will keep 

in touch for how this affects painting. 

-Celeste brought forward an idea for Christmas celebrations. A Christmas light display in front of 

the Rec Centre, prepared by the students. It could even become a one-time lighting event where 

hot chocolate is served, with sleigh rides, caroling, and even a Christmas market. Mr. Radford is 

going to use this idea in his math class (budgeting, planning, blue-print…).  (Post Script: Celeste had 

an idea for a name-“Walking through a Green Acre Wonderland”) 

-Lynda brought up the staff stress levels and that SCC has a role to support staff. A collection is 

being taken for Ms. Bellegarde. SCC and other parents can add to the collection. Drop-off and card 

to sign at Alcott Embroidery. Thanks Lynda for volunteering to get a card. Jenn V. will look into 

contacting other parents. 

-Swimming lessons: Mr. Radford said it has been approved, now they are waiting to see what the 

options are through the pool. Parent volunteers would be appreciated, and would need to provide 

proof of vaccination. 

 

9. Next Meeting: November 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Rec Centre 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 


